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Eeport of Ten Cases of Epidemic Cerebrospinal Meningitis Treated -with 
the Anhmeningitis Serum.-,!. D. Morgan and W. W. Wilkinson 
(.lrcft. Int. Med., 1908, n, 250) report their experience with 10 cases of 
epidemic cerebrospinal meningitis treated with antimeningitis serum- 
' of thes ® wer ? “ <*•«"» and adolescents; 7 (5 children) of the patients 
recovered, and 3 (2 children) died, giving a mortality percentage of 30- 
one of the deaths was m a case of chronic hydrocephalus, and, omitting 
this patient, the mortality percentage is 22. Following the serum in¬ 
jection there was usually considerable improvement in the clinical symp¬ 
toms. The course of the disease was considerably modified, an average 
of twenty-three days for all 7, and in 5 of the cases fifteen days. Only 
2 of the patients, who recovered, suffered from sequels. The serum 
caused a marked diminution in the number of diplococci in the spinal 
fluid, a disappearance or degeneration of the organism in coverelips 
and in the majority of cases its growth was promptly inhibited. Phago¬ 
cytosis was cither unchanged or increased. In 5 out of 8 cases the 
leukocyte showed degenerative changes following the serum injection. 
This explains the rapid clearing of the spinal fluid observed following 
the injection. The leukocyte count rose in 3 cases, in all of which the 
patient recovered. It fell in 5 cases, in 2 of which the patients died. 


Blood Examinations in Nurslings Afflicted with Hereditary Syphilis — 

H. Risel (Munch, mei. Wocli., 1908, Iv, 2160) publishes the results'of 
ol blood examinations of 20 infants known to have hereditary syphilis. 
Of these children, one was less than one month old, 6 were in their second 
month, 8 in their third month, 4 in their second quarter, while one was 
almost one year old. In all of them the hemoglobin was reduced- 
the same was true of the red corpuscles. In lighter cases their number 

3,000,000; in graver cases it fell to as low a point ns 

I, 500,000. In such cases other disturbances of red corpuscles were 
also noted, such as variations in the size of the cells, poikilocytosis 
basophilia, and in vety grave cases also basophilic granulation. Nu¬ 
cleated red corpuscles were found in all cases with the exception of 
the very lightest ones; in graver cases microblasts and normoblasts 
with pyknotic nuclei appeared in the blood, while in the gravest types 
there were normoblasts with radial nuclei and megaloblasts. In even 
the lighter cases the erythroblasts amounted to about 5 per cent, of 
all the nucleated cells, while in one instance they amounted to even 
27 per cent. In only 14 of the cases was a marked leukocytosis (over 
'-0,000) observed, thus showing leukocytosis to be relatively rare. It 
is usually associated with the appearance-of septic complications or 
bronchopneumonia. In most of the cases the leukocytoses are of a 
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potynuclear neutrophilic character. In favorable cases there may 
be also lymphocytosis with high leukocytic values, but it is much more 
frequent, particularly in grave cases, to find lymphocytosis with normal 
number of leukocytes. No definite explanation can be found for the 
basophilic and eosinophilic polynuclear leukocytes, but the mononu¬ 
clears are always increased in grave cases. In most instances isolated 
myelocytes are found, the percentage varying from 0.5 to 5.6 per cent, 
in the grave cases; the greater the number the more unfavorable the 
prognosis. The myelocytes are of a neutrophilic and eosinophilic 
character. The myelocytic picture is usually accompanied with a 
large number of erythroblasts. The gravest blood changes were found 
in the youngest of the children. As all of these were breast-fed 
children, this can with right be attributed to the syphilitic infection. 
Clinically all these had enlarged livers and spleens, and a number of 
them presented pseudoparalyses of some or all pf the extremities; 13 of 
the patients died. 


The Influence of Phosphorus Cod-liver Oil on the Metabolism of Healthy 
and Eachitic Nurslings—W. Birk (Monate. /. Kindcrhcilk., 1908, vii, 
450) bases his observations upon a study of four children between the 
ages of eight and ten and one-half months; two were in good health, 
the others were rachitic. First, the metabolic changes were noted for 
three days, the food given being the ordinary diet given such children 
at the Breslau children’s clinic. They were then given from two to 
three times daily one-half to one teaspoonful of a phosphated cod-liver 
oil; a week later the influence of this medication on metabolism was 
noted over another period of three days. The results confirm the 
favorable results of this oil on rickets. The results of the experiments 
arc thus tabulated: (1) It was determined that in some rachitic 
children the mineral excretion was greater than the amount of such 
salts token up. (2) In such cases the phosphated oil produced an 
improvement, as judged by the increased retention of ash, calcium, 
and magnesium. The phosphorus metabolism was not markedly 
influenced by the phosphated cod-liver oil. (3) The organism was not 
found deficient from the standpoint of retaining function. (4) Neither 
was the amount of minerals taken deficient in amount; as soon as the 
phosphated oil was given, the retention increased even though the 
amount of mineral substances taken in was not increased. (5) The 
condition, therefore, must be the result of a pathological excretion of 
these salts. (6) The digestion of fats in the intestine was also favor¬ 
ably influence by the oil; an antagonismal state exists between the 
formation of soap and retention of lime: as the lime retention increases, 
the soap formation decreases. (7) The favorable action of the phos¬ 
phated oil must in some way be connected with this change in soap 
formation. 


Lordotic Albuminuria.—H. Nothmann (Archiv. f. Kindcrhcilk., 
1909, xlLx, 216) agrees with Jehle, who found that the so-called ortho¬ 
static albuminuria was not due so much to a change from the horizontal 
to a vertical position, but rather to a lordotic deformity of the spine. 
Nothmann observed that all cases of orthostatic albuminuria were in 
such individuals, and that lordotic albuminuria existed in patients 
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who had otherwise no symptoms or signs of kidney disease. He was 
able to produce such an albuminuria by placing patients, who ordinarily 
had no albuminuria, in a lordotic position while in bed, the albumin 
disappearing when the position was altered. He was able to increase 
the amount of albumin by placing patients with renal disease in a lordotic 
position, and he was able to reproduce it in patients in whom the al¬ 
bumin had disappeared altogether, simply by forcing such a position. 
A more marked degree of lordosis is necessary to produce an albuminuria 
in a healthy individual than in one with nephritis. From a series of 
observations of the albuminuria of scarlet fever patients he concludes 
that it is frequent, usually slight, generally lasts but a short time, but 
inay return during the course of convalescence several times; there may 
or may not be an organic sediment; it may appear with the patient lying 
quietly in bed or after he rises; it may be associated with other sequel? 
or may be the only remaining injury of the disease. In all convalescents 
however the same albuminuria and acetic acid precipitate could be 
produced by inducing a lordosis, and in no patient m whom the lordotic 
experiment was negative were there ever symptoms of a pathological or 
functional kidney disturbance noted. The cause of the albuminous 
excretion after scarlet fever is more of a functional than pathological 
nature. The anatomical change is probably a sh'ght “catarrh of the 
unniferous tubules.” The disease is benign and disappears usually 
in a few days to weeks, the patient resting quietly in bed. 
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The Treatment of Placenta Pravia.— Sf.i t.hthm (Monab. /. Gcb n 
Gyn 1909, xxix, 1) writes an open letter to Professor Martin urging 
the claims of extrapentoneal suprasymphyseal Cesarean section in the 
treatment of placenta previa. SeUheim urges that the tedious uncertain 
methods of vaginal dilatation, with their mortality and morbidity, should 
be abandoned in placenta previa in favor of modern surgical operations. 
He urges as a reason for this the great improvement in mortality and 
morbidity and the more prompt and lasting convalescence of the mother 
Ihe method of Cesarean delivery which SeUheim urges consists in 
opening the abdominal waU just above the pubes, taking care to avoid 
the peritoneum; the emptied urinary bladder is carried strongly down¬ 
ward or else above the brim of the pelvis, while the peritoneal sac 
is pushed upward; the operator thus seeks to avoid opening the peri¬ 
toneal cavity. The lower uterine cervix, and, if necessary, the cervix 
is incised sufficiently to deliver the child. If there is sufficient dilata¬ 
tion, the placenta may be expressed through the vagina, or, if such is 
not the case, it is manuaUy removed. Should there be a tendency to 



